4. To compare and contrast the "Four Freedoms" with the Atlantic
Charter and the UN Declaration of Human Rights. 5. To analyze the preamble and Article I of the United Nations Charter.
Background
When Franklin Delano Roosevelt took the presidential oath of offi ce on March 4, 1933, the nation was in the depths of despair. More than fi ve thousand banks had closed their doors in the previous thirtysix months. By inauguration day, thirty-two states had shut down banks while in the remaining states withdrawals were severely curtailed. The New York Stock Exchange suspended trading and new investment and employment had ground to a virtual halt. Elected on a platform of change, Roosevelt promised more than simple economic recovery, more than Hoover's "a chicken in every pot." Roosevelt promised a New Deal that was designed to guarantee every American's right to human dignity and economic security. In many ways, the Great Depression provided Roosevelt with an opportunity to implement reform legislation and policies that would make the federal government responsible for fulfi lling such guarantees.
This concern for human dignity was refl ected in many of Roosevelt's New Deal speeches including his controversial 1932 campaign speech ("Commonwealth Club Address"); his 1934 address to Congress ("Relief, Recovery, and Reform"); and his 1935 Social Security speech ("A Program for Social Security"). He continued this theme during World War II, as illustrated by the Four Freedoms and Atlantic Charter. Roosevelt's insistence on human dignity, an economic bill of rights, and the need for security around the globe was further refl ected in his plan for a United Nations to keep the peace among nations and to guarantee basic human rights for all humankind, not just for Americans (3) . This lesson will enable students to analyze the evolution of Roosevelt's focus on human rights between the New Deal and the United Nations. In the end, students should be able to answer the following question: Did the United Nations internationalize the New Deal? It reviews what the students have already learned in class or through assigned readings. The video's narrator states that what began as a photographic record to document the work of the Farm Security Administration (FSA) became a testament to the overarching goal of FDR's New Deal, "the betterment of the plight of the common people." After the video ends, ask students to use their prior knowledge of the New Deal and evaluate what it meant to help the "common people" during the depression. The following discussion points should guide student discussion:
1. How did FDR intend to better the plight of the common man and woman?
2. Using the DVD as a starting point, identify the features of everyday life that FDR considered essential to human dignity. 3. How did the New Deal address these essential features?
4. What is the relationship between economic security and human dignity?
5. What is the relationship between human dignity and human rights?
6. As indicated by the DVD, can you identify basic human rights that were compromised or threatened by the Great Depression?
B. Distribute copies of FDR's "Message to Congress on Social Security," and excerpted copies of FDR's "Radio Address of October 31, 1936." (For availability please see the list of documents at the end of the teaching strategy). Divide the students into small groups and ask them to read the documents and answer the following questions: D. After analyzing their respective documents, have the group pick a representative to report their fi ndings to the rest of the class. The group representative should describe their document (who, what, when, where, why) and their group's analysis. After the reports are made, the instructor should ask students to note the important similarities and differences. These should be written on the board and students should copy them down in their notes. B. After reading the documents, ask the students to write a paragraph that answers the following question: Do the documents represent the culmination of Franklin and Eleanor Roosevelt's human rights efforts during the New Deal and World War II? V. Homework assignment A. Have the students write a point-of-view essay that agrees or disagrees with the idea that the United Nations represents the internationalization of the New Deal.
B. Students should make specifi c references to the documents studied in class.
